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“Love and kindness are never wasted. They always make a difference. They bless the one who
receives them, and they bless you, the giver”” Barbara De Angelis
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Ukraine

Zhytomyr

@ Confiscated/Closed Zone
Greater than 40 curies per square
kilometer (Cikm?) of Cesium-137

@®» Permanent Control Zone
15 10 40 Citkm? of Cesium-137

«> Periodic Control Zone
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http://basik.ru/historical/chernobyl/
http://todayspictures.slate.com/inmotion/essay_chernobyl/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2006/04/photogalleries/chernobyl/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/country_profiles/1102180.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4923342.stm
http://www.martinfrost.ws/htmlfiles/chernobyl_disaster.html
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Mogilev region within Belarus and indicates
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¥ + 5 -is a major city at the centre of the + region with the population of 370,600 people approximately the
size of Manchester.

registered in 1995 by Olwyn Keogh M.B.E. and has an office in + . It is a non-profit making organization and is
able to function due to peoples good will, hard work and voluntary contributions. The charity has 34 centres around the
UK. The charity hosts children from + and the surrounding + villages. Every year the charity brings 500
children for a recuperative break in the UK.

The New Forest branch in Burley has been working since 2004 and is led by Moira Swayne. The Branch has 6 committee
members but is always on the look out for new people willing to contribute to this initiative. The branch hosts 10-12
children every year, who stay with local host families during the four weeks of June.

The Burley branch has its formal meeting place in the Burley Church Room., Church Lane. This is a place where
children arrive and meet for their daily activities.

St John the Baptist Church
Group 2009 during the visit to Sea Life museum
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An English family considers itself poor, if

A Russian family considers itself poor, if
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This is my first time taking part and hosting a child with the Friends of Chernobyl’s Children charity.
The charity is very family orientated and the set up suited my needs and the needs of my family. | was
able to carry on with my job and had plenty of time to enjoy our young visitor in the evenings and at
weekends. | would like to get more involved in organizational side of this charity and contribute
wherever | can.

This year we have hosted a 10yrs old girl from Belarus, Mohilev. This was her fourth time in England
with Chernobyl’s Children charity but it was her first stay with our family. Our family has hosted
children from Belarus previously and therefore | had a good idea of what to expect. Being a
Byelorussian native speaker also helped a lot.

Masha fitted really well in our family life. She shared my daughters bedroom and the girls had lots of
fun together and became good friends during her stay with us.

Since she left, the children and me have written several letters to her but as of yet have not had a reply.
Unfortunately, it was Masha’s last trip to England. | hope to visit Mohilev one day and meet her again.
In addition, | would definitely like to host again.
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We had Masha to stay for 4 years, when she was aged 8 years until 11 years. She fitted into our family
very well as she was the same age as my daughter, but also enjoyed the company of my older and
younger sons. My main advice would be to try not to have too many pre-conceptions about how it is
going to be — every child is different and enjoys different things so you need to take time to get to know
your visiting child and be flexible in your plans. We found the language barrier was very significant
in the early visits — we got a simple Russian dictionary to help out at home, but communication
remained difficult and simplistic. We had planned for Masha to have her own room, but she felt lonely
and isolated as she always shared bedrooms at home so Millie often slept with her on a mattress on the
floor. Clothes were quite tricky as | didn’t want to buy masses of new stuff and Masha was quite fussy
about the secondhand things made available by the charity, but we managed a compromise. Food was
quite important — roast chicken and roast potatoes were a favorite, and fried eggs for breakfast, but
there were plenty of foods Masha didn’t like, and perhaps our cooking style is very different from what
the children are used to. | found taking Masha to the supermarket helped as she could try to pick
things, but often she was a bit overwhelmed by the unfamiliar choices and might not eat everything she
had chosen. Simple fruit and vegetables were good (especially cucumber!) and the best for their health
— and she also loved smoked salmon which is a incredibly expensive treat in Belarus. Masha enjoyed
playing with my children but also could be quite withdrawn and wanted to be left alone at times so we
made sure there were things she could do on her own — she loved playing the piano and doing puzzles
(easily found in charity shops!). | also found that my own children acted up a bit at times and resented
the extra attention which Masha received, so do expect things to be a bit tricky at times and try to
explain to your children that it won’t be like having their best friend to stay. Masha also got quite
upset and homesick from time to time, and that was quite hard — | did let her phone home at least once
a week, even though it is against the policy of the charity and it often made her cry more. The dark
moods always passed quite quickly and overall it was a wonderful experience for our family and for
Masha — | have received some very special letters from Masha’s mother telling me what a positive
effect the visits have had on her health and her attitude to school work — we are lucky to be able to
make such a direct and positive impact on the life of a child.
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